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What is an EIC Curriculum?What is an EIC Curriculum?
•• Using the Using the EEnvironment as an nvironment as an IIntegrating ntegrating CContext for Learningontext for Learning

•• PA Academic Standards for Environment and Ecology are the foundaPA Academic Standards for Environment and Ecology are the foundation.  60% of E&E tion.  60% of E&E 
standards are aligned with SS standards are aligned with SS –– 80% are aligned with Science80% are aligned with Science

•• MultiMulti--sensory/Multiple Intelligences sensory/Multiple Intelligences –– hiking and using SCEEhiking and using SCEE’’s 350 acres of ponds, streams, s 350 acres of ponds, streams, 
forest, and fields as a learning laboratoryforest, and fields as a learning laboratory

•• SCEE provides content educators that team teach with Green WoodsSCEE provides content educators that team teach with Green Woods teachers supporting EIC teachers supporting EIC 
instruction both in the classroom and outdoorsinstruction both in the classroom and outdoors

•• Classroom instruction focuses on depth as opposed to breath of cClassroom instruction focuses on depth as opposed to breath of conceptsoncepts

•• Green Woods teachers use EIC content to enhance and support Green Woods teachers use EIC content to enhance and support ““processprocess”” learning: learning: 
reading/writing/speaking/listening/technology/creative arts/musireading/writing/speaking/listening/technology/creative arts/musicc

•• Students integrate Students integrate ““systems thinkingsystems thinking”” and make connections across disciplinesand make connections across disciplines

•• Spiraling and scaffolding of concepts allows for the ongoing devSpiraling and scaffolding of concepts allows for the ongoing development of higher level criticalelopment of higher level critical--
thinking and problemthinking and problem--solving skillssolving skills

•• ProjectProject--based learning and investigating realbased learning and investigating real--world issues make learning relevantworld issues make learning relevant
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How was our EIC Curriculum Developed?How was our EIC Curriculum Developed?
August 2004August 2004--March 2005March 2005

Extensive research of templates & curriculum processExtensive research of templates & curriculum process
BuyBuy--in from teachers and approval from Board of Trustees/ parentsin from teachers and approval from Board of Trustees/ parents
Networked for support and potential resources Networked for support and potential resources -- applied for and received fundingapplied for and received funding
March 2005 March 2005 –– curriculum work with PA Department of Education (PDE) beginscurriculum work with PA Department of Education (PDE) begins

June 2005June 2005 –– Created templates for EIC maps/scope and sequenceCreated templates for EIC maps/scope and sequence

September 2005 to June 2006September 2005 to June 2006 –– Created standardsCreated standards--based EIC curriculum mapsbased EIC curriculum maps

June 2006June 2006 –– Revised standardsRevised standards--based EIC curriculum mapsbased EIC curriculum maps

July 2006July 2006 –– Awarded Awarded ““Exemplary Status AwardExemplary Status Award”” from PDE for our workfrom PDE for our work

September 2006 to June 2007September 2006 to June 2007 –– Implemented revised EIC curriculum mapsImplemented revised EIC curriculum maps

July 2007July 2007 –– Awarded Awarded ““2007 Governor2007 Governor’’s Award for Environmental Excellences Award for Environmental Excellence””

April 2008April 2008 –– Finalist Finalist –– ““Philadelphia Sustainability AwardPhiladelphia Sustainability Award””

May 2008May 2008 –– Awarded School District of Philadelphia Awarded School District of Philadelphia ““Best Practices AwardBest Practices Award””

June 2008June 2008 ––Revised EIC curriculum maps; Presented revised curriculum to PDERevised EIC curriculum maps; Presented revised curriculum to PDE
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Sample: K Sample: K –– EIC CURRICULUM MAPEIC CURRICULUM MAP
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Sample: GRADE 1 Sample: GRADE 1 -- EIC CURRICULUM MAPEIC CURRICULUM MAP
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Sample: GRADE 2 Sample: GRADE 2 -- EIC CURRICULUM MAPEIC CURRICULUM MAP
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Sample: GRADE 5 Sample: GRADE 5 -- EIC CURRICULUM MAPEIC CURRICULUM MAP
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Sample: GRADE 6 Sample: GRADE 6 -- EIC CURRICULUM MAPEIC CURRICULUM MAP
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Sample: GRADE 7 Sample: GRADE 7 -- EIC CURRICULUM MAPEIC CURRICULUM MAP
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Sample: GRADE 8 Sample: GRADE 8 -- EIC CURRICULUM MAPEIC CURRICULUM MAP
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Federal Law
*No Child Left Behind

National Standards

Standardized Tests

PA State Law
Chapter 4

PA Academic 
Standards

PSSA

Green Woods

Standards-Based 
EIC Curriculum

Benchmark 
Assessments 

Curriculum-Based 
Measurements

PSSA and 
TerraNova

EIC Curriculum, Standards, Standardized TestsEIC Curriculum, Standards, Standardized Tests

*All students must be proficient in reading and math by 2014*All students must be proficient in reading and math by 2014
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Fall 2006 Terra Nova Fall 2006 Terra Nova 
Reading and MathReading and Math
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Spring 2008 PSSA ResultsSpring 2008 PSSA Results
% Scoring Proficient or Advanced% Scoring Proficient or Advanced

•• Grade 3 ReadingGrade 3 Reading 52%52%
•• Grade 3 MathGrade 3 Math 55%55%
•• Grade 4 ReadingGrade 4 Reading 43%43%
•• Grade 4 Math                55%Grade 4 Math                55%
•• Grade 5 ReadingGrade 5 Reading 36%36%
•• Grade 5 MathGrade 5 Math 50%50%
•• Grade 6 ReadingGrade 6 Reading 40%40%
•• Grade 6 MathGrade 6 Math 50%50%
•• Grade 7 ReadingGrade 7 Reading 48%48%
•• Grade 7 MathGrade 7 Math 48%48%
•• Grade 8 ReadingGrade 8 Reading 55%55%
•• Grade 8 Math                49%Grade 8 Math                49%

•• Grade 3 ReadingGrade 3 Reading 80%80%
•• Grade 3 MathGrade 3 Math 80%80%
•• Grade 4 ReadingGrade 4 Reading 72%72%
•• Grade 4 MathGrade 4 Math 86%86%
•• **Grade 5 ReadingGrade 5 Reading 57%57%
•• **Grade 5 MathGrade 5 Math 71%71%
•• Grade 6 ReadingGrade 6 Reading 72%72%
•• Grade 6 MathGrade 6 Math 78%78%
•• Grade 7 ReadingGrade 7 Reading 84%84%
•• Grade 7 MathGrade 7 Math 78%78%
•• Grade 8 ReadingGrade 8 Reading 94%94%
•• Grade 8 MathGrade 8 Math 94%94%

Green WoodsGreen Woods School District of Phila.School District of Phila.

*Each year Green Woods accepts new students by lottery in 5th grade 
after Green Woods students get accepted to Masterman.
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NCLB, AYP & the PSSANCLB, AYP & the PSSA
Percent Scoring At/Above Proficient

Green Woods 2008 PSSA Mathematics Results 
relative to NCLB/AYP Target

+37.8vs. 2008 Target (56%)

93.82008Grade 8

+21.8vs. 2008 Target (56%)

77.82008Grade 7

+21.8vs. 2008 Target (56%)

77.82008Grade 6

+15.4vs. 2008 Target (56%)

71.42008Grade 5

+29.7vs. 2008 Target (56%)

85.72008Grade 4

+24.0vs. 2008 Target (56%)

80.02008Grade 3

% at/above 
ProficientPSSA YearGreen Woods 

Percent Scoring At/Above Proficient
Green Woods 2008 PSSA Reading Results  

relative to NCLB/AYP Target

+30.8vs. 2008 Target (63%)

93.82008Grade 8

+20.3vs. 2008 Target (63%)

83.32008Grade 7

+9.2vs. 2008 Target (63%)

72.22008Grade 6

-5.9vs. 2008 Target (63%)

57.12008Grade 5

+8.4vs. 2008 Target (63%)

71.42008Grade 4

+17.0vs. 2008 Target (63%)

80.02008Grade 3

% at/above 
ProficientPSSA YearGreen Woods
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High School PlacementHigh School Placement

Green Woods 2007 and 2008 graduates have been Green Woods 2007 and 2008 graduates have been 
accepted to:accepted to:

Central High SchoolCentral High School
Science Leadership AcademyScience Leadership Academy
GirlGirl’’s Highs High
LaSalle College High SchoolLaSalle College High School
St. JosephSt. Joseph’’s Preps Prep
CAPACAPA
Saul High School Saul High School 
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Can the EIC curriculum be implemented Can the EIC curriculum be implemented 
in any school setting?in any school setting?

YES!YES!
Through effective partnership building, an EIC curriculum can Through effective partnership building, an EIC curriculum can 
be designed and implemented in any school setting. be designed and implemented in any school setting. 

EICEIC--based learning is about using a schoolbased learning is about using a school’’s surroundings and s surroundings and 
community as a framework within which students can construct community as a framework within which students can construct 
their own learning, guided by teachers and administrators using their own learning, guided by teachers and administrators using 
proven educational practices.proven educational practices.
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Exploring, Discovering,      
Questioning, Learning, 

Achieving


