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GREEN WOODS CHARTER SCHOOL 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Board Meeting Minutes 

October 26, 2011   
 
Richard Meketon, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm. 
 
The Secretary called the Roll:  Douglas Copeland, Jeffrey Hammond, Robert 
Lopata, Richard Meketon, Micah Gold-Markel, and Laura Schwingel were present.   
Natalia Olson-Urtecho was absent.  
 
By Invitation: Jean Wallace, CEO; Daniel Saidel, Esq., Gerald Santilli, 
Controller, Robert Hoe 
 
Resolution   10/26/11-1 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Green Woods 
Charter School approve the Agenda for the Board of Trustees Meeting for 
October 26, 2011. 
               
Douglas Copeland made the motion, and Jeffrey Hammond seconded. The 
resolution passed unanimously. 
 
Resolution   10/26/11-2 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Green Woods 
Charter School approve the August 24, 2011 Board of Trustee minutes. 
 
Jeffrey Hammond made the motion, and Douglas Copeland seconded. The 
resolution passed with an abstention by Micah Gold-Markel. 
 
Resolution   10/26/11-3 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Green Woods 
Charter School approve the September 27, 2011 Board of Trustee minutes. 
 
Douglas Copeland made the motion, and Jeffrey Hammond seconded. The 
resolution passed unanimously. 
 
President's Remarks:  Richard Meketon remarked about the great start of a new 
school year for Green Woods Charter School; the Board’s formation of new 
committees; Green Woods Charter School’s application for charter renewal; 
and securing temporary and permanent site locations. 
 
Report from the Controller:  Gerald Santilli reported that the draft audit for 
last fiscal year is complete and that the Audit Committee must reconvene. Mr. 
Santilli reviewed the financial statements with the board and reported that the 
current financial position of Green Woods Charter School is within the 
normal range with a larger amount of revenues than expected. 
 
Legal Counsel's Report: - Daniel Saidel did not have a report this month. He 
responded to questions about the pending state educational legislation. 
 
CEO Report:  Jean Wallace reported that Green Woods Charter School was 
identified by Philadelphia Magazine as one of the top 10 public schools in the 
City.  She distributed her Academic Report to the board.  She highlighted 
professional development opportunities for staff and students as well as an 
example of integrated learning in the third grade class this fall.  The board 
reviewed and discussed the Academic Report with Jean Wallace.   
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PTA Report—Melanie Dudek reported on the committees the PTA established and 
fall events, including the Fall Book Fair which provided more than $300 per 
teacher for book and related purchases for the classroom.  Ms. Dudek also 
reported that parental involvement in their activities has increased. 
 
Committee Reports:   
 
• Executive Committee – Richard Meketon. The committee met this month and 

discussed governance, fundraising, and charter renewal issues. 
• Fund Development/Fund Raising Committee –Jeffrey Hammond reported due to 

the absence of Natalia Olson-Urtecho. The new chair of this committee is 
Natalia Olson-Urtecho. Natalia Olson-Urtecho has significant fund 
development experience.  The committee expects to engage parents on this 
committee once it has established itself. 

• Board Recruitment Committee – Douglas Copeland. The committee is gathering 
candidate information and seeking candidates beyond the parent community to 
bring in a broader array of perspectives.  The Board plans to establish an 
Advisory Committee as well, comprised of persons who will bring added value 
to the board and school. 

• Relocation Committee – Jeffrey Hammond.  Reviewed with the board 
relocation alternatives. 
 

Public Comment on Agenda Items Only 
 
Meketon and Saidel reported on the status of GREEN WOODS CHARTER SCHOOL’s 
relocation efforts.  An agreement of sale has been approved by the board and 
executed by the President for properties located on Domino off of Ridge.  The 
status of the agreement of sale is that it is currently in its due diligence phase 
which includes review of land use, zoning and financing options.  Several 
audience members made comments as well. 
 
Other Business 
 
General Public Comment:   Several audience members expressed interest in 
public involvement on committees and offered support in informing parents on 
behalf of the board. 
 
The Board met in closed session and reconvened at 7:51 pm. 
 
Resolutions:  

10/26/11-4  Be it resolved that the Board of Trustees approves the application 
for charter renewal.   
 

Be it further resolved that the Green Woods Charter School 
submits a request for approval of a high school and total enrolment of up to 
1100 students to be included with or on account of the application for charter 
renewal. 
 
By Roll Call Vote  
 
Gold-Markel made the motion, and Copeland seconded. The resolution passed 
unanimously on a roll call vote of: 
 
Richard Meketon - yes, Jeffery Hammond - yes, Robert Lopata - yes, Douglas 
Copeland – yes, Micah Gold-Markel– yes, Laura Schwingel – yes. 
 
10/26/11-5   Be it resolved that the Board of Trustees accepts the 
September 2011 Report of the Controller. 
 
Hammond made the motion, and Copeland seconded. The resolution passed 
unanimously. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 pm. Next Board Meeting:  Wednesday, 

November 30, 2011 


